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(lack of)Data do 
not lie

hepatitis elimination, 
where are we standing?
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HEPATITIS B and C burden

HBV – Europe - 2019:
15 mil. infected
19 000 new infections
43 000 deaths

WHO. Global progress report on HIV, viral hepatitis and sexually transmitted infections, 2021. 
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/341412/9789240027077-eng.pdf

HCV – Europe - 2019 :
14 mill. infected
300 000 new infections
64 000 deaths



Existence of a national strategy for testing and treatment
that covers the response to HBV and HCV in EU/EEA, by 2021

ECDC. Monitoring of responses to the hepatitis B and C epidemics in EU/EEA countries – 2020 data. Stockholm: ECDC; 2022. https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-
data/monitoring-responses-hepatitis-b-and-c-epidemics-eueea-countries-2020-data

11/22 countries reported having a national strategy/plan that is funded;
4/22 countries reported a national strategy /plan with no funds allocated



A 3-dose HBV vaccine coverage in EU/EEA countries 
that implement universal HBV vaccination, 2020 
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2020 WHO
target 95%

Only 11/22 countries achieved 
the WHO target of 95% vaccine coverage by 2020

WHO. https://www.who.int/data/maternal-newborn-child-adolescent-ageing/indicator-explorer-
new/mca/hepatitis-b-(hepb3)-immunization-coverage-among-1-year-olds-(-)

https://www.who.int/data/maternal-newborn-child-adolescent-ageing/indicator-explorer-new/mca/hepatitis-b-(hepb3)-immunization-coverage-among-1-year-olds-(-)


Proportion of people living with chronic HBV infection 
and ever diagnosed, EU/EEA countries by 2020

ECDC. Monitoring of responses to the hepatitis B and C epidemics in EU/EEA countries – 2020 data. Stockholm: ECDC; 2022. 
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/monitoring-responses-hepatitis-b-and-c-epidemics-eueea-countries-2020-data

Only 8/22 countries reported data; of them, only 4 countries achieved 
the WHO target of 50% being HBV diagnosed, by 2020

2020 WHO target 
50%



Proportion of people living with chronic HCV infection 
and ever diagnosed in the EU/EEA, 2020

ECDC. Monitoring of responses to the hepatitis B and C epidemics in EU/EEA countries – 2020 data. Stockholm: ECDC; 2022. 
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/monitoring-responses-hepatitis-b-and-c-epidemics-eueea-countries-2020-data

Only 7/22 countries reported data; of them, only 4 countries achieved 
the WHO target of 50% being HCV diagnosed, by 2020

2020 WHO target 
50%



Challenges 

main obstacles on the way to 
elimination from patients 

perspective
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1. HBV Adult Vaccination: the forgotten issue

2. HDV: the unknown issue

3. Lack of data: the missed tool

4. Stigma: the silent disease

5. Decentralisation and peer-to-peer services

6. Did you say liver cancer?



Patients’ 
associations in 

action
good practice from civil 

society at different levels
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Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan



ELPA-DiCE Launch of 
White Paper Liver Cancer: No Patient Left Behind









Initiated in mid-2019, the Estates General of Hepatitis B, in French “États Généraux de l’Hépatite B”,
wanted to highlight the consequences of hepatitis B in France. At the end of an unprecedented
mobilisation lasting more than a year, the participants gave public authorities a series of concrete
proposals in December 2020.

Estates General of Hepatitis B

The proposals issued by the Estates General of Hepatitis B included content from a variety of
stakeholders within society. Patients, nurses, the medical profession and social figures to name a few, all
with the purpose and intention to raise awareness and better inform the public, health practitioners and
political authorities.

The Estates General of hepatitis B represents an unprecedented enterprise for health-related democracy,
initiated by patients fully justifying their designation in French as “hépatants”, which means patients with
liver disease but also amazing (in French “épatants”) patients.

https://soshepatites.org/





The national Campaign 
"Mother's Day with Hepatitis"

https://hepato.ro/



HEP FREE BADGE – education of 
Professionals in the beauty parlors

Data related to risk assessment in
Eastern EU countries in cosmetic
parlors lacking. In beauty parlors,
the risk of transmitting viral
diseases is represented by all
procedures that can damage the
skin and mucous membranes,
and bleeding, which is carried out
with unsterilized or improperly
sterilized instruments, namely:
manicures, pedicures, and
permanent makeup.



Cosmetology spring seminar
"Infection prevention and modern cosmetic 
procedures" 

Was held in Belgrade on March 6. 36
salon representatives and 19 medical
school students participated in the
seminar. The lecturers were an
epidemiologist from the Institute of
Public Health, an infectious disease
specialist, and a sanitary inspector from
the Ministry of Health.



CREDITS: This presentation template was created 
by Slidesgo, including icons from Flaticon, and 

infographics & images by Freepik.

TOGETHER, 
WE ARE STRONGER!

Do you have questions?

European Liver Patients’ Association
Schuman Roundabout 2-4, Level 6, 1040 Brussels, Belgium

office@elpa.eu
T: +32 (0) 478155224

www.elpa.eu

mailto:office@elpa.eu
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